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Monthly Traffic Report: Year-to-Date and Annual Charts 

Year 2019 Overview 
Year 2019 so far is a mixed picture where it comes to crash injuries and citation 
figures as presented in the monthly traffic report (attachment 1). This year to date we 
see crash injuries up in nearly every category (compared to the same 7-month period 
in 2018). 

Figure 1: Injury categories 

 

 

Jan-July 
2018 

Jan-July 
2019 

Change 

Cyclist injuries 10 20 100% 
Other 7 11 57% 
Total injuries 227 262 15% 
Auto occupant injuries 182 201 10% 
Pedestrian injuries 22 24 9% 
Motorcycle 6 6 0% 

 
Cyclist injuries have doubled; the ‘other’ category shows injuries up by more than 
half; and auto-occupant and pedestrian injuries are up 10% and 9% respectively. 
Total crash injuries are up by 15%. 
At the same time we see citations down markedly to date this year except for 
citations for speeding (up by 47%). Speeding is a collision factor that contributes to 
crash injuries and so any uptick in enforcement is good news. 

Figure 2: Enforcement categories 

 

 
Jan-July 

2018 
Jan-July 

2019 Change 
Speed violations 133 196 47% 
Cell phone citations 96 102 6% 
ROW violations 227 216 -5% 
Signal violations 76 46 -39% 

 
Less good news is the steep drop in signal violations: just 46 such citations were 
issued to date this year. Forty-six! That is a 39% drop from last year.  
To put that low figure into context consider that the city has about 90 signalized 
intersections. Even though red lights are run all day, every day, across our city, only 
46 signed citations were issued for the offense over seven months? 
Compare the number of signed signal citations to the number of citations generated 
by our automated red light cameras. 
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Figure 3: Red-light citations 

 

 

Jan-July 
2018 

Jan-July 
2019 Change 

Signal violations 76 46 -39% 
Red light citations 9740 11741 21% 

 
Nearly twelve thousand red-light citations were issued to date this year at only ten 
intersections (attachment 2). While human patrols slacked off our automated red light 
enforcers were busier this year than last: citations are up 21%. 
Speaking of enforcement taking a holiday: cell phone citations are way down from 
historical highs. From January through July this year there were 102 cell phone 
citations issued (a modest increase of 6% over last year) but during a comparable 7-
month period in 2011 there were 1,950 cell phone citations. That calendar year cell 
phone citations totaled nearly 3,000! Does that mean our enforcement priorities have 
changed? 
Two other enforcement categories are way down this year: pedestrian violations to 
date this year dropped by 42% over the period last year and ‘other hazards’ citations 
showed a similar drop. 

Figure 4: Pedestrian and ‘other hazards’ 

 

 
Jan-July 

2018 
Jan-July 

2019 Change 
Other hazards 1112 652 -41% 
Pedestrian violations 85 49 -42% 

 
The monthly traffic report does not suggest why pedestrian citations to date this year 
would be down by 42% compared to the January through July period last year. Did 
that enforcement priority change? 
As for ‘other hazards,’ we can’t even guess why citations in that category decreased 
by 41% because the category is not explained in the traffic report. However that 
undefined category last year included 1,800 citations which was nearly double the 
total number of signed citations in all other categories combined that year. Sounds 
important! Maybe the category should merit at least a footnote in the table? 
Lastly, the abundance of data in the monthly traffic report also hides one curiosity: 
the aggregate citations across the key enforcement categories in the traffic report 
decreased by 27% this year to date compared to the period last year however the 
total signed citations actually increased (if modestly).  
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Figure 5: Signed citation totals vs. category totals 

 

Jan-July 
2018 

Jan-July 
2019 Change 

Citations across key enforcement  
categories 1729 1261 -27% 
All signed citations 3630 3690 1.7% 

 
Why would the total number of citations for cell phone, speed, ROW, signal, 
pedestrian and ‘other hazards’ violations be down by more than one-quarter January 
through July but the category that includes them – all signed citations – show an 
increase? What unidentified violation category (or categories) is pushing that total 
number 1.7% higher? 

Year 2019 Monthly Injury Totals 
The following charts show this year’s monthly totals in the context of the monthly 
mean (average) for the category last year as shown as a dotted line on the charts. I 
used the monthly mean for last year because it provides some baseline comparison 
for the monthly figures for this year. The following charts are presented in the order 
the categories appear in the monthly traffic report. 
 

Figure 6: Proportional breakdown by mode January through July 2019 
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Figure 7: Auto-occupant injuries January through July 2019 

 

Figure 8: Cyclist injuries January through July 2019 
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Figure 9: Pedestrian injuries January through July 2019 

 
 
Note on the above charts: I have added a monthly average (mean) from last year to 
each category in order to provide a reference for the current year’s monthly data. 
Because some categories include small totals that are highly-variable month-to-
month I thought it best to provide an aggregate baseline from last year for context. 
For example, non-motor injury categories varied from zero to six incidents in the first 
seven months of this year. Because of the variation there can be no pattern 
discerned from the data. Better to compare monthly figures with the category’s prior 
year mean. 
 

Year 2019 Monthly Citation Totals 
Citation totals by category suggest the same limitations as do injury totals: the totals 
are relatively small and are highly-variable month-to-month. That makes inferences  
about enforcement difficult or impossible. Also because the department provides no 
enforcement priorities there can be no context for the monthly variation. 
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Figure 10: Speed citations January through July 2019 

 

Figure 11: Right-of-way citations January through July 2019 
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Figure 12: Signal citations January through July 2019 

 

Figure 13: Pedestrian citations January through July 2019 
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Where month-to-month comparisons are not meaningful, year-over-year changes do 
begin to suggest patterns. The annual charts in the following section make the 
broader injury and enforcement trends clear. 

Annual Trends 2007-2018 Period Overview 
The broader trends in crash injuries and enforcement priorities only become clear 
when comparing annual totals over time. But the monthly traffic report makes this 
impossible: it provides only the prior year’s data. Neither BHPD nor transportation 
staff provide this commission with a longitudinal cross-section to help commissioners 
visualize the trends. When charted the data show a prolonged and negative trend in 
both crash injuries and traffic enforcement. 
Last year crash injuries overall declined modestly as did auto-occupant injuries, 
pedestrian injuries and cyclist injuries. All is good news!  

Figure 14: Injuries total 
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Figure 15: Injuries by mode 

 
The one trouble spot (aside from a high and sustained number of crash injuries) is 
that proportionally auto-occupants suffer greater harm. Despite a decline in crash 
injuries overall, auto-occupants are increasingly represented as a share of all injuries. 

Figure 16: Injuries proportionally by mode 
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In my view the proportional increase in injured auto-occupants should concern city 
officials because these road users are protected by a steel box yet they sustain most 
of the injuries and their numbers are proportionally on the increase. To me it 
suggests that our streets are not designed to account for some margin of driver error 
(and our drivers seem to be making a lot of errors). 
A notably positive and sustained trend was the decline in hit-and-run crashes. 
However it is not clear why these would have declined markedly while crashes 
overall increased. 

Figure 17: Hits-and-Run 

 

Annual Trends: Injuries 
Here are the annual totals for crash injuries across the three key categories charted 
to remind us that crash injuries have been on a steady increase while enforcement 
has declined over the decade. 
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Figure 18: Injuries to Auto-Occupants 

 

Figure 19: Injuries to Bicyclists 
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Figure 20: Injuries to Pedestrians 
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Citations 
Enforcement has trended downward for a decade despite a temporary bump-up 
around year 2015.  

Figure 21: Signed citations by category of violation 

 
Why the bump-up? Perhaps because former chief Snowden retired in 2015 and he 
may have funneled greater overtime hours to traffic officers (mere speculation). But 
the bump-up tapered as the chart shows. If the new chief brought with her new 
enforcement priorities then the data does not show it was particularly effective when 
it came to cracking down on road user misbehavior. 
Without knowing the department’s enforcement priorities we can’t answer the 
question often asked by Traffic & Parking commissioners: How is the observed 
increase in crash injuries related to the pronounced decline in citations? 

Annual Trends: Citations 
Here are annual totals for crash injuries across key enforcement categories as they 
are presented in the monthly traffic report. The charts remind us that while crash 
injuries have been on a steady increase our city’s enforcement (as reflected in signed 
citations) has declined. 
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Figure 22: Signed speed citations years 2007-2018 

 

Figure 23: Signed right-of-way citations years 2007-2018 
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Figure 24: Signed signal citations years 2007-2018 

 

Figure 25: Signed pedestrian citations years 2007-2018 
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If there is one category that shows a near-complete abdication of enforcement 
interest it is handheld cell phones. From a peak year in 2011 to last year those 
citations have decreased by 95%. Ninety-five percent! Yet every day we see 
motorists holding a phone.  

Figure 26: Signed cell phone citations 2009-2018 

 
 
Has this department enforcement priority changed? Or has interest waned after the 
OTS grant was spent down?  
If the cell phone enforcement priority has changed then the public would not know it: 
the department continues to say that we should not drive while distracted by our 
phone. (Good advice even if they choose not to enforce the law anymore.) But how 
consistent is that advice? 
Earlier this month the department issued a media release to mark Pedestrian Safety 
Month (attachment 3). The media release trumpeted a targeted enforcement initiative 
“focused on drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians who violate traffic laws that increase 
the risk of crashes.” I applaud a harm-focused approach to enforcement but I was 
surprised to see several bicyclists pulled over one morning during that targeted 
enforcement. 
Moreover the media release helpfully reminds pedestrians to “stay off the phone 
while walking” but said nothing about staying off the phone or using a handheld 
phone while driving! Studies show a connection between driving while using a 
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handheld phone and an increased risk of a crash. There is not much data suggesting 
a connection between pedestrian phone use and injuries however. A study published 
recently in Transportation Research Record: Journal of the Transportation Research 
Board debunked the notion that pedestrians who use phones to talk and text 
contribute to pedestrian injuries. 
The Pedestrian Safety Month media release appears more concerned with focusing 
on pedestrian behavior that may not even contribute to injuries than on the primary 
collision factors that indisputably lead to harm on our streets. That is exactly the kind 
of mindset we need to change! I believe that a reformulated monthly traffic report can 
help this commission get us there. 

My Suggestions 
The monthly traffic report table should be put into an appendix. Today the report 
table shows a lot of data across very many categories. It helpfully organizes that 
information by category but the table itself is the problem. Traffic & Paring 
commissioners (not to mention the public) have no means by which you can put into 
context that sheer volume of data. Every month a new column appears but no 
analysis or chart suggests its relation to what came earlier. Let’s background the 
table and foreground analysis and charts.  
The monthly traffic report should provide analysis that helps commissioners exercise 
your responsibility to advise. Commissioners should be provided with a policy memo 
or at least some context for interpreting the data. Grasping the trends is crucial! 
Today commissioners have to figure it out on your own. That should not be your 
responsibility. 
The monthly traffic report should include a link to a spreadsheet. PDF documents are 
easy to make and fun to print but their usefulness is very limited. We want any 
interested party to look at the data and find new ways to dice-and-slice these crash 
injury and enforcement figures. We want to invite constructive takes on the data but 
today’s traffic report actually inhibits it.  
The monthly traffic report should caution commissioners about what can and cannot 
be inferred from the data. Analysis should suggest to commissioners the 
opportunities to be found in the data but also the limitations: we can’t make 
meaningful inferences from month-to-month changes in highly variable data. 
The monthly traffic report should include a map. Recent injury crashes should be 
identified by contributing factors and mapped at least quarterly. The department must 
report this data to the state so it has be be generated at some point. Might as well 
make it timely to inform your discussion! 
The monthly traffic report should come with traffic enforcement priorities attached. 
Today there is no indication of how such priorities inform traffic enforcement or 
whether they may have changed over time. The department can do better. I would 
like to see to brass focus on harm to persons on our streets with the same vigor it 
applies to property crime. 
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The monthly traffic report could include a quarterly “counsel with the chief.” The 
monthly report has taken on a pro-forma air. BHPD shows up, chats up the 
commissioners about special events and such, and then answers questions. There is 
little that is proactive about the department’s approach to the report. Why waste 
department resources (and commissioners’ time) with a pro-forma presentation? 
Invite the chief to speak about her enforcement priorities. If the chief can appear at 
public events then she can surely make an appearance before commissioners. 
Invite BHPD to suggest additional data that could inform your oversight responsibility. 
For example the report does not capture injuries sustained by users of ‘devices’ other 
than bicycles. (The vehicular code does categorize a bicycle as a device.) Are road 
users getting injured while using these devices? If so shouldn’t we see that reflected 
in the data? Perhaps a new data point can be added to the report: Non-bicycle 
‘device’ injuries. 
The monthly traffic report should tally injuries suffered by underage road users. 
Anecdotally we see more people using personal mobility devices. But they are not all 
commuters or even adults. Young users have embraced these devices but seem to 
use them in an uninformed (or incautious) manner. Some are likely injured. Don’t we 
want to know how many? 
Make a question about harm your first to BHPD at every monthly report. “How can we 
reduce the harm to persons and property that we see indicated in the report every 
month?” That’s what I would ask BHPD. 

In Conclusion 
I see the monthly traffic report as a reflection of the city’s failure to support the 
commission in exercising your responsibility to oversee general traffic conditions and 
advise City Council. Watching these reports month after month is frustrating because 
they take your good time but don’t produce nearly enough actionable information. 
I hope we will soon see a more useful, informative and contextual traffic report that 
would validate your time and effort. Such a report (and informed presentation) would 
help this commission change the collective mindset around street safety. In my view 
we can only get there by talking about the harm in an informed way and a new 
approach to the monthly report is a great opportunity to do that. 
Thank you very much for your patience in addition to all the good work that you do for 
the city! 



 
 
 
 

Attachment 1: Monthly traffic report (July 2019) 



JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
19 18 18 11 11 10 22

HIT & RUN 7 10 8 4 3 8 8

43 27 35 33 32 50 42
37 21 26 25 23 39 30
1 3 1 2 4 4 5
0 1 1 0 0 2 2
2 1 6 4 3 4 4
3 1 1 2 2 1 1

0 0 1 0 1 0 0
1

1

8 5 3 2 1 2 0

TOTAL
28 32 32 15 3 18 16

6605 4925 5523 4765 4990 4681 4224
6633 4957 5555 4780 4993 4699 4240 0 0 0

34 61 55 57 72 52 22

183 149 338 509 312 223 280
217 164 340 344 305 170 156
400 313 678 853 617 393 436 0 0

1447 1192 1668 1897 1720 1692 2125

5 10 14 24 15 11 23

23 22 43 27 22 21 38
17 28 29 38 60 21 23
2 7 8 12 7 3 7
1 4 6 22 6 7 3

117 60 130 91 123 76 55

22 16 19 7 11 16 17
45 40 33 27 48 40 59
4 5 7 6 7 3 4

COMMENTS: **July (4461c) VC DP placard arrests - 0

**July DP placard confiscations - 0
**July DP  citations - 0

OTHER HAZARDS

C
O
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N

S
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FO
R

C
EM

EN
T

COMPLAINTS FILED
ENFORCEMENT INDEX

   OTHER

DUI ARRESTS

PED VIOLATIONS 

   MOTORCYCLIST

   BICYCLIST

SIGNAL VIOLATIONS

SIGNED CITATIONS

RED LIGHT PHOTO CITATIONS

POLICE

FATAL

ROW VIOLATIONS

CELL PHONE CITATIONS

TOTAL

23123(a) VC

21453(a) VC

SPEED VIOLATIONS

TRAFFIC

   PEDESTRIAN

DUI

PARKING CITATIONS

TOTAL

TRAFFIC CONTROL

PATROL

 VALET PERMITS ISSUED

   AUTO

   BICYCLIST

   MOTORCYCLIST

BEVERLY HILLS POLICE DEPARTMENT
MONTHLY TRAFFIC REPORT 

2019

INJURY

PROPERTY DAMAGE 

   AUTO

   PEDESTRIAN



JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL
14 12 25 21 12 17 20 18 15 21 14 11 200

HIT & RUN 8 4 14 9 5 8 10 10 8 16 12 8 112

39 24 29 32 38 25 40 40 48 37 39 28 419
26 20 23 26 33 21 33 33 34 25 26 20 320
4 0 1 2 1 1 1 2 3 4 1 3 23
0 2 1 1 1 0 1 1 5 4 4 1 21
6 1 3 3 3 3 3 0 1 1 7 3 34
3 1 1 0 0 0 2 4 5 3 1 1 21

0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
2 2

0
0
0

6 2 3 9 3 1 5 2 2 5 2 2 42

TOTAL
45 37 37 28 30 93 46 38 38 20 15 31 458

5267 7370 7457 7673 9177 9073 6642 6644 7319 8545 7820 7920 90907
5312 7407 7494 7701 9207 9166 6688 6682 7357 8565 7835 7951 91365

178 237 236 365 271 256 296 277 369 233 181 210 3109
249 316 164 301 407 172 182 334 306 269 174 159 3033
427 553 400 666 678 428 478 611 675 502 355 369 6142

1623 1488 1474 1298 1129 1363 1365 1651 1221 1314 1412 1848 17186

13 17 7 30 11 9 9 13 17 19 6 7 158

41 29 8 25 13 5 12 35 53 36 24 18 299
29 39 31 41 35 29 23 29 75 16 31 16 394
9 11 23 10 11 7 5 12 10 2 6 8 114

13 34 11 7 0 7 13 11 15 10 4 3 128
126 167 99 224 189 149 158 234 197 113 96 108 1860

22 20 18 21 26 18 24 18 18 13 11 25 234
48 35 30 41 43 14 38 32 40 29 31 44 425
6 12 6 11 7 8 6 8 8 5 4 6 7avg

COMMENTS: **December (4461c) VC DP placard arrests - 0

**December DP placard confiscations - 0

**December DP  citations - 0

OTHER HAZARDS
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ENFORCEMENT INDEX

   OTHER
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PED VIOLATIONS 

   MOTORCYCLIST

   BICYCLIST

SIGNAL VIOLATIONS

SIGNED CITATIONS

RED LIGHT PHOTO CITATIONS

POLICE

FATAL

ROW VIOLATIONS

CELL PHONE CITATIONS

TOTAL

23123(a) VC

21453(a) VC

SPEED VIOLATIONS

TRAFFIC

   PEDESTRIAN

DUI

PARKING CITATIONS

TOTAL

TRAFFIC CONTROL

PATROL

   AUTO

   BICYCLIST

   MOTORCYCLIST

BEVERLY HILLS POLICE DEPARTMENT
MONTHLY TRAFFIC REPORT 

2018

INJURY

PROPERTY DAMAGE 

   AUTO

   PEDESTRIAN



 
 
 
 

Attachment 2: Red light cameras map (detail) 



 



 
 
 
 

Attachment 3: Pedestrian Safety Month Media 
Release 



Media Relations 
mediarelations@beverlyhills.org 

(310) 285-2170 

Public Information Officer 
Lieutenant Elisabeth Albanese 

(310) 285-2142 
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CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Chief Sandra Spagnoli 

 

464 N Rexford Drive ⭐️ Beverly Hills, CA 90210 ⭐️ www.beverlyhills.org/police 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
September 6, 2019 

 
Think Two Steps Ahead: September is Pedestrian Safety Month 

  
Beverly Hills, Calif. – The Beverly Hills Police Department  is working with law enforcement agencies across the state to promote safe 
behaviors that allow drivers and those on foot to get where they need to go safely. 
 
September is Pedestrian Safety Month, and California continues to see more and more pedestrians getting injured or killed on roads. In 
2016, 867 pedestrians were killed and more than 14,000 injured in California alone. A report released earlier this year by the Governors 
Highway Safety Association (GHSA) projected that more than 6,200 pedestrians were killed in the United States last year, the highest 
number since 1990. In 2018, the Beverly Hills Police Department investigated 34 injury collisions involving pedestrians. 
 
In order to reduce the number of collisions involving pedestrians, the Beverly Hills Police Department will have additional officers on 
patrol from September 2nd through September 7th focused on drivers, bicyclists and pedestrians who violate traffic laws that increase the 
risk of crashes. These violations include speeding, driving or walking distracted and/or impaired, failing to stop for signs and signals, 
and not yielding to drivers/pedestrians who have the right of way. 
 
“Pedestrians crossing the street should be mindful of their safety and pay attention to drivers on the road,” said Beverly Hills Police 
Chief Sandra Spagnoli.  “Distracted walking can be jeopardize your safety as a pedestrian.”  
 
Despite advancements in vehicle technology that increase the chance of survival for drivers and passengers in crashes, pedestrians face 
the same amount of risk of getting seriously injured or killed when struck by a vehicle. 
 
The Beverly Hills Police Department offers tips for drivers and pedestrians to keep everyone safe: 

For Pedestrians 
x Look left-right-left before crossing the street. Watch for cars turning and obey traffic signals.  
x Only cross the street in marked crosswalks, preferably crosswalks at stop signs or signals. 
x Avoid distractions. Stay off the phone while walking. 
x Make eye contact with drivers. Don’t assume drivers can see you. 
x Be seen. Wear bright clothing during the day and use a flashlight at night. 
x Always walk on the sidewalk. If there is no sidewalk, walk on the shoulder, facing traffic and as far away from cars as possible. 
x Do not walk near traffic after drinking or using drugs that affect judgment and coordination. 

 
For Drivers 

x Follow the speed limit. The higher the speed, the longer it takes to stop. 
x Never drive distracted or under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs. 
x Look out for people walking, especially at night and in poorly lit areas. 
x Pedestrians have the right of way at crosswalks even if they are not at a stop sign or signal. Prepare to stop when a pedestrian 

enters a crosswalk. 
x Avoid blocking the crosswalk when attempting to make a right-hand turn. 
x Be careful backing up and leaving parking spaces in shopping centers with heavy foot traffic. 

 
Funding for pedestrian safety enforcement is provided by a grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety, through the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  
 


