
board’s No. 1 concern when it meets April 

26 to consider the final EIR for the Westside 

Subway Extension.

“I would urge the Metro Board to only 

choose a route that would require tunnel-

ing under the school if there is a definitive 

conclusion that it is the safest alternative,” 

Waxman wrote.

Metro spokesperson Dave Sotero said safe-

ty is Metro’s No. 1 priority.

“Metro has received the letter and will 

not make any recommendation that does not 

ensure the safety of the public,” Sotero said.

Waxman’s Communications Director 

Karen Lightfoot said the letter was the first 

Waxman had sent to Metro regarding tunnel-

ing under Beverly High. She said Waxman’s 

offices in Washington D.C. and Los Angeles 

have received just under 50 calls, e-mails and 

letters about the project in the last six months, 

with about two-thirds of them coming in the 

past two months. Lightfoot said constituents’ 

comments have expressed both concern about 

and support for the subway project.

Beverly Vista principal 
search down to two finalists, 
board to vote on district 
office reorganization 
Tuesday

After reviewing more than 80 applica-

tions and interviewing 10 candidates 

for the Beverly Vista principal position, 

Superintendent Gary Woods said Monday 

the BHUSD selection committee has nar-

rowed down the field to two finalists.

The district is in the process of running 

background checks on the finalists, and 

Woods expects to present one candidate 

to the Board of Education for its approval 

at next Tuesday evening’s formal meet-

ing. Principal Irene Stern is retiring for a 

second time at the end of the school year. 

Stern returned as principal in 2010 after 

having previously served as principal 1999 

to 2006.

The first round of interviews involved 

a larger community-based panel of about 

10 to 15 members, Woods said. A smaller 

panel, including Woods and representatives 

of the Board of Education, conducted the 

second-round interviews.

“When you’re dealing with principals, 

you’re looking for a lot of community 

input,” Woods said.

The interview process also involved an 

agency called Target Success, which con-

ducted additional phone interviews with the 

finalists, Woods said.

“This [service provides] a third-party, 

objective analysis on the characteristics can-

didates possess that lead to demonstrated 

success,” Woods said.

This Tuesday, Woods also plans to 

present his “reorganization” plan for the 

district office, in response to Assistant 

Superintendent of Business Services Alex 

Cherniss’ departure from the district at the 

end of March to work at the Los Angeles 

County Office of Education.

It is unclear whether or not the district has 

plans to actually replace the assistant super-

intendent of business services position, since 

Woods said he would not reveal the details 

of the proposed reorganization plan until 

Tuesday. Woods said he has been discuss-

ing options with the board over the course 

of about a month.

“It’s a simplified plan with very clear 

lines of authority,” Woods said. “I need this 

team functioning at high levels. We need to 

be efficient and effective. [We’ll be] match-

ing up a number of positions with skill sets 

that are currently here, and I hope to do 

some things in terms of how we reorganize 

that really is putting our district in a positive 

spot for the future.”

In the meantime, Woods said administra-

tors including Assistant Superintendent of 

Human Resources Dawnalyn Murakawa-

Leopard, Interim Director of Curriculum, 

Instruction and Professional Development 

Jennifer Tedford, Budget & Food Services 

Executive Director Mary Anne McCabe, 

and himself have taken on Cherniss’ former 

responsibilities.

Residents circulate online 
petition opposing tunnel 
under Beverly High 

Beverly Hills residents opposed to the 

Westside Subway Extension tunneling under 

Beverly High are circulating an online peti-

tion. As of Wednesday afternoon, over 1,079 

individuals had signed the petition. To sign, 

visit www.change.org/petitions/no-subway-

under-beverly-hills-high-school.
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Residents voice support, safety concerns for pilot bike route 
program

More than half a dozen residents addressed the Traffic & Parking Commission 

bicycle ad hoc committee April 11 to express their views about a proposed pilot bike 

route program in the City of Beverly Hills.

Commissioner Jeff Levine, who spearheads the committee with Vice Chair Alan 

Grushcow and Commissioner Ira Friedman, said most comments focused on safety 

issues but were generally supportive of the City’s effort to create a bike route for 

Beverly Hills.

The committee has been tasked with studying potential bike routes and making a rec-

ommendation to the City Council. The committee is studying three east-west options 

and two north-south options, that would be designated with road signs and “sharrows,” 

which are painted markings indicating the road is to be shared by automobiles and 

bicycles. 

The east-west bike routes to be reviewed are on Carmelita Avenue within City lim-

its; Burton Way between Crescent Drive and Robertson Boulevard; and Charleville 

Boulevard between La Cienega and South Santa Monica boulevards. The north-south 

routes to be reviewed are Beverly Drive between Sunset and Olympic boulevards; and 

Crescent-Charleville-Reeves between Sunset and Olympic boulevards. 

“Most people were voicing concerns about safety issues,” Levine said. “There were 

comments [that residents] liked the idea but they wanted to make sure it’s done in a 

smart way and as safely as possible.”

Mark Elliot, founder of Better Bike Beverly Hills, said as a whole, the route options 

the City has identified are “the perfect core for a bike network” in Beverly Hills. Elliot 

said establishing a limited pilot program was a good start, but he said the City had 

identified the easiest steps for establishing a route.

“That’s because they constrained the engineers who did feasibility studies that said, 

‘We won’t change traffic flow or lose parking,’” Elliot said.

Elliot said Beverly Drive and Charleville are already popular with cyclists, but safety 

on both roads could be improved. Charleville connects with bike lanes in Century City, 

Elliot said.

Elliot said diagonal parking on Beverly makes it difficult for drivers to see cyclists 

as they back out of parking spots. To improve safety on Charleville, Elliot suggested 

the possibility of removing one side of parking to widen the road traveled by cyclists 

and automobiles. 

“[Someone commented,] ‘We’ll evolve these facilities as demand increases,’” Elliot 

said. “We don’t build roads like that. We build roads to anticipate capacity and create 

safe travel conditions. It’s the same with bicycles. We want to anticipate the demand 

and encourage it.”

If a route is established by the City Council, the committee would monitor the pilot 

program for a period of 6 to 12 months, Levine said, and then make a determination. 

The next meeting will take place this Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the Conservation 

Room of the City’s Public Works Building at 345 North Foothill Road. The Traffic 

and Parking Commission will convene at a special meeting May 9 at 7 p.m. at in Room 

280-A of City Hall to develop recommendations to present to the City Council.

New tile wall brightens Hawthorne campus
Hawthorne fifth graders Lital Mizrahi (left), Chantel Sabouhi (center) and Shaina 

Sabar (right) pose in front of Hawthorne’s newly installed tile wall, adjacent to the 

existing tile wall near the library. Last spring, the Hawthorne PTA organized a fund-

raiser that invited Hawthorne students and their families to decorate tiles provided by 

Color Me Mine.


