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CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS 

 
CITY HALL MUNICIPAL GALLERY 

Beverly Hills, Ca 90210 
 

MINUTES  
 

TRAFFIC & PARKING COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING 
 

June 27, 2011 
 

6:00 p.m. - Open House 
6:30 p.m. – Special Meeting  

 
 
ROLL CALL – 6:30 p.m.   
 
PRESENT: L.J. FRIEDMAN, LEVINE, LICHT, GRUSHCOW, STEINBERG, I.M. FRIEDMAN, 

FISHER 
ABSENT: None 
  
 
 
1. COMMUNITY MEETING FOR SUNSET BOULEVARD INTERSECTIONS AT NORTH 

ROXBURY, BEDFORD AND CAMDEN DRIVES  
 

Chair Levine explained that the goal of the meeting is to evaluate nine alternatives and narrow 
down to three or four.  Staff and consultants will provide further analysis of the three 
alternatives and then the Traffic & Parking Commission will provide a single recommendation 
to the City Council. 
 
Chair Levine explained that this is one of the most complex issues the Traffic & Parking 
Commission has addressed.  Not one solution will be satisfying to everyone.  He explained the 
format meeting will include a presentation by staff and the consultant, followed by questions of 
the Commission, public input and Commission deliberation. 
 
Lt. Rosen and Sgt. Cornelius from the Beverly Hills Police Department attended the meeting to 
answer questions and provide insight on traffic conditions on Sunset Boulevard.  
 
Deputy Director of Transportation Aaron Kunz introduced Michael Meyer of Iteris, Inc.  Mr. 
Meyer provided a presentation as included in the Traffic & Parking Commission packet.   
 
Commission Licht expressed concern that traffic would divert to Whittier if the medians were 
closed and that Sunset Boulevard would be impacted with additional traffic signals. 
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Commissioner Fisher discussed the need to confer with risk management about potential 
liability. 
 
Commissioner I. Friedman asked staff to investigate back-ups if a protected left-turn 
movement was not installed. 
 
Vice Chair Steinberg requested additional information regarding accident data, including 
where, when, turning movements, time of day, seasonal fluctuations, and how these 
intersections compare to other areas in the City.  She asked for clarification of the “peak-hour.” 
 
Commissioner L Friedman reiterated Vice Chair Steinberg’s request and asked for criteria for 
developing recommendations. 
 
Commissioner Grushcow emphasized the need for directional aspects of the accidents and 
requested  that  a  table  of  accidents  be  provided  and  further  definition  of  the  ‘peak-hour’ 
accidents.  He said that most information to date is qualitative and more quantitative data is 
needed.  He also said the ‘lay of the land’ needs to be taken into account including trees and 
mailboxes. 
 
Chair Levine reiterated the Commissioners’ requests and asked for additional information 
regarding the signal warrants. 
 
Staff noted that they will work with the consultant and respond more thoroughly to the 
Commission’s questions at the next meeting.   
 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Arnold Siedel expressed concern about back-ups and impact of signals.  He suggested no 
changes to the intersections. 
 
Harvey Shepherd noted few accidents and said he favored Alternative 9. 
 
Leonard Epstein suggested no changes. 
 
Kenneth Salkin suggested no changes. 
 
Susan Rifkin noted the cost of the proposals and that there were more pressing problems in 
the City. 
 
Joan Siedel suggested no changes. 
 
Barry Bearett stated more data is needed but inclination is that no changes are needed. 
 
Chair Levine asked if the Commission had any additional questions of staff 
 
Commissioner Fisher asked if there were any grants available for the improvements.  Mr. Kunz 
responded that funding is part of the capital improvement budget and grants are not typically 
available for this type of transportation improvement that does not increase capacity. 
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Commissioner I. Friedman asked about the cost of the study and funding sources.  Mr. Kunz 
stated that the study is part of the capital improvement budget and based on time and 
materials.  Right now, the study is approximately $35,000. 
 
Chair Levine asked for Commission comments. 
 
Commissioner Fisher stated that there does not appear to be interest in any improvements and 
expressed concern about the potential of traffic diversion resulting from the alternatives. 
 
Commissioner Licht asked staff how this issue came about.  Director of Public Works & 
Transportation David Gustavson stated has been raised for a long time.  Members of the 
public and current Traffic & Parking Commissioners and former and current City 
Councilmembers have raised this issue and staff felt at the very least, a study needed to be 
conducted.  He emphasized that staff intentionally did not provide a recommendation and there 
is not a foregone conclusion and at the end of the day, the recommendation may be to do 
nothing.  But, by conducting the study and the outreach, we would have done our job.   
 
Commissioner Licht stated he is not convinced there is a need for improvements. 
 
Commissioner L. Friedman stated he is leaning toward a more moderate approach or doing 
nothing but needs more data to before making a recommendation.   
 
Commissioner I. Friedman doesn’t think anything needs to be done. 
 
Commissioner Grushcow said he is far away from making a recommendation without more 
data.  He needs more information on the type and timing of accidents and is interested in why 
mid-day accidents occur.  He is concerned that the improvements may cause unintended 
consequences.  He emphasized the visibility problems resulting from trees are a mitigating 
issue that must be addressed.  
 
Vice Chair Steinberg expressed that she is convinced that something must be done.  She said 
that cars queue in the median and it is a concerning situation. 
 
Chair Levine queried about the process.  Mr. Gustavson said the intent of this meeting was to 
narrow the alternatives and provide additional analysis of those alternatives at the next 
meeting. 
 
Chair Levine expressed that he does not have enough information to make an informed 
decision right now and has a lot of outstanding questions, especially with the directional flow of 
the analysis.  He suggested that the item be continued.   
 
Mr. Gustavson asked if any alternatives could be eliminated at this meeting.  He polled the 
Commission which alternatives could be eliminated.  The Commission agreed to eliminate 
alternative #1 and alternative #4 as they rely on only signage. 
 
Chair Levine asked for clarification of what would be provided at next meeting.  Mr. Gustavson 
stated the following information would be provided:  additional accident information, line of 
sight issues, projection of unintended consequences, accidents to residents compared to non-
residents (if possible), estimated traffic diversion and better accident diagrams.   
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Chair Levine questioned about conducting more outreach.  Mr. Kunz noted that the 
Commission held two night meetings and over 1000 notices were sent out for each.  He 
suggested that the next meeting should be a TPC study session where the Commission could 
fully study and become more comfortable with the data.  He noted that the public would more 
likely attend meetings when there is a specific proposal.               
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 

X
Jeffrey S. Levine
Chair  


