
CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS

455 NORTH REXEORD DRIVE BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA 90210

John A. Mirisch, Mayor

March 19, 2014

David S. Kim
Associate Administrator for Policy and Governmental Affairs
Federal Highway Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
8th Floor, Routing Code: HPL
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Kim:

Thank you for inviting City of Beverly Hills to submit our questions to the FHWA with regard to
the design ofNorth Santa Monica Boulevard in our City.

As mentioned in our conversation, the City of Beverly Hills is currently involved in planning
efforts for reconstruction of North Santa Monica Blvd. North Santa Monica Boulevard is a Major
Arterial extending approximately two miles through Beverly Hills. The street has two through lanes
in each direction with a center turn lane. It carries between 35,000 and 55,000 vehicles per day. It
is currently 60-63 feet in width, with an 11 foot center lane, two 11 foot number one lanes and 13.5-
15 foot outside lanes, no street parking. The roadway needs to be completely reconstructed due to
failed pavement, inadequate drainage, broken and missing curb and gutter, and other maintenance
issues.

The City Council is considering alternate configurations of the roadway, including bicycle lane
options, and would like FHWA input on the following questions:

1. Do striped bicycle lanes improve safety?
2. Do striped bicycle lanes impede the flow of traffic?
3. Do striped bicycle lanes impact turns to/from side streets?
4. Are striped bicycle lanes preferable to wide curb lanes?
5. Are 11 foot vehicle travel lanes as safe as 12 foot lanes?
6. Do 11 foot vehicle travel lanes reduce the capacity of the roadway in comparison to 12 foot

lanes?
7. Is there a minimum number of daily or peak period bicycle riders necessary to justify bike

lanes?



Thank you in advance for helping the City of Beverly Hills in making important decisions related
to this project. We would very much appreciate your input prior to the April 1, 2014 City Council
meeting on this subject.
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