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Now that you are mayor, what would you say your priorities are?
My priorities continue to be the same as they were before. It’s achieving long term fiscal 

responsibility for the City. It’s supporting our schools both financially and however else we can. 
It is transparency and allowing for ease and more public participation in the decision making pro-
cess. It’s infrastructure and part of that [includes] a focus on bike paths and making the City more 
bike friendly, but also on revitalizing the south east part of town, and then there is the element 
which we’ve already started of honoring our legacy both architecturally and historically, through 
the cultural heritage commission and hopefully, beyond. And clearly this is our centennial year 
and so we have tremendous opportunity to use that to delve into our past, 
to honor our past, to learn from our past, to connect with our past and in 
so doing, connect with each other.

Why do you feel it’s so important to acknowledge the community’s 
history?

It’s a part of who we are. It helps define who we are and where we’re 
going. The old famous [saying by] George Santayana, “Those who do not 
remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” We’re a community. It is 
part of our legacy and it’s something we should treasure and we have a 
wonderful opportunity to celebrate our history, to celebrate people and to 
celebrate each other and to actually have some fun. That’s not a word one 
normally associates with local government, but that’s certainly one of my 
goals for the year.

During your last four years on the council, you’ve championed 
transparency as you’ve mentioned. Tell us how the council needs to 
be more transparent.

Well, I made some proposals before that I’m going to bring back -- 
some proposals, which we’ve already had discussions on, which unfor-
tunately haven’t passed but I think the time is right to try again. One is 
for example extending the City’s 30-day email retention policy. Right 
now, the City only keeps emails for 30 days, which in my opinion conflict with the spirit of the 
California Public Records Act, which requires a public document to be kept for two years and 
there are no technical hindrances for us to do so. There are great spam filters; it’s not a question 
of money. There’s simply no reason why we shouldn’t be retaining emails as a matter of policy 
for a longer period of time to allow better and longer public access.

Another thing is openness in negotiations -- something that I’ve proposed before since labor 
costs are some 70 percent of our budget, there should be more public awareness and involvement 
and the proposal, essentially said that nobody who directly stands to gain personally from the 
negotiations should be a part of it. That to me is very com-
mon sensical, but also importantly, that we get an indepen-
dent analysis about what the impacts are of a deal that is on 
the table, the deal that we’re going to propose -- not only 
short term financial effects, but the medium and the long 
term effects, including the unfunded liabilities and to make 
[the independent analysis] available to the public. Another 
part of that proposal would very simply be to allow the 
public the time to look at, comment and get involved in the 
process, so instead of saying that these kinds of contracts 
can be approved in one meeting, so basically posted on a 
Friday and it can be voted upon a Tuesday, so that none 
of the newspapers can even report on it, that you require 
at least 10 days and two meetings before such a contract 
can be approved. That to me is encouraging more public 
involvement, more open, it’s more transparent and it’s the 
way things should be done. 

I think that we talked about being a lighthouse district. 
Our schools talked about being a lighthouse district in 
terms of providing fantastic education. We should become 
a lighthouse city when it comes to sunshine and openness 
and transparency.

Another thing is I think that we should have more clear rules when it comes to lobbyists and I 
certainly think that who is lobbying for what project should all be available online. I believe that 
the lobbyists do currently fill out forms; I don’t think any of it is posted online. It should all be 
available online. There should be a database, which professional lobbyists have in the past have 
lobbied for what projects and it should all be accessible to the public.

What do you think of the new council?
There are no surprises to me on the new council. I have worked on the council with everyone 

on-- if you want to call it-- the “new” council. I’ve worked with them all. I think I have an idea 
of where people stand, what their values are and I’m looking forward to working with everyone 
to be the best council that we possibly can be.

So you grew up in Beverly Hills.
I did. I went to Hawthorne Kindergarten through eighth grade. I went to Beverly High.

You were 1981 Highlights [Beverly High’s student newspaper] editor?
I was editor of Highlights in 1981, yes.

What was it like working with [legendary journalism teacher] Gil Chesterton?
Awesome. Gil was great. I think he was legendary and rightly so. We put out a paper every 

week. I think it was high quality, and I learned a tremendous amount from Gil. 

You went to Yale and then you spent about 20 years in Stockholm, Sweden. Can you tell 
us about that?

I spent time in a variety of European countries, but mainly in 
Sweden and also in Austria, but I spent most of it in Sweden. I’m a 
dual Swedish-American citizen. I’m very proud of that, and my son is 
a Swedish citizen as well and Stockholm is a wonderful city. I consider 
it to be home, as well. I’m very fortunate to have two hometowns.

Tell us more about what you did in Europe.
Well, I worked in [international] film distribution in Europe through-

out my entire time, which is an industry to an extent, that I grew up in. 
My grandfather and my family have been in the film business and that’s 
what I did professionally.

You now work at Paramount Studios in international film 
distribution, as well. 

Yes, in international film distribution in a growing international 
market where international markets have continued their growth as the 
U.S. market stagnates and where international markets continue to be 
an extremely important part of a film’s success, so I find that my inter-
national experience is serving me very well.

What does your specific job entail?
I’m the senior vice president of international distribution. We work 

with our offices in the territories to try to get the best release dates for our films and to try to 
maximize the chances for our films’ for success in each of the individual markets.

Negotiations with the Municipal Employees Association are coming up. You’ve made 
pension reform a key component of your campaign. How do you plan on addressing 
that?

I talked before about long-term fiscal stability. Pension reform is one of the keys to achiev-
ing it, as are getting salary levels and staffing levels that are fair and sustainable, so pensions, 

as well, need to be fair and sustainable. Currently, the 
kinds of pensions that are available for the public sector 
are inflated compared to what’s available with the private 
sector, and in many cases, they’re simply not sustainable.

It’s not sustainable to have an employee to be able to 
retire at the age of 50 with 99 percent of his or her high-
est salary for life. People are living longer and in the 
early 2000s, our council along with the councils of a lot 
of other cities reduced the retirement age and enhanced 
benefits, and they even enhanced benefits retroactively. It 
just made no sense at all. It was very short sighted.

We need to try to reverse the trend. It seems clearer 
that people are living longer. Retirement ages should 
not be reduced. If anything, they need to be increased. 
Employees need to also pay -- as the private sector -- a 
share of their own pension costs. Currently, in the City 
of Beverly Hills, employees don’t pay a dime of their 
own pension costs. And again that’s something that’s not 
sustainable. We need to address that. Long-term fiscal 
stability is good, not only for the residents, it’s also good 
for the employee because it means we can continue to 
have active employees rather than just paying for people 
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Drew Freeman, Ethan Kunin and Adriano 
Saitta each won two of their three singles sets 
helping Beverly High to a 13-5 victory over 
Palisades in an intersectional boys’ tennis match 
March 5 at Beverly Hills.

At No. 2 doubles, Matthew Dubin teamed 
with Eric Busi for 6-3, 7-6 (7) victories in the 
first two rounds and with Natan Dorenbaum for 
a 6-4 victory in the third for the Normans.

Beverly Hills’ No. 3 doubles team of Jonah 
Malkin and Emilio Yera were 6-3, 6-2 winners 
in their two sets, then replaced by substitutes for 
the third round.

The Normans’ No. 1 doubles team of Cosimo 
Bocchi and Austin Towns lost its first set, 6-3, 
but won its final two, 6-0, 6-3.

 
Mira Costa 15, Beverly Hills 3

Freeman won in the first and third rounds and 
the Bocchi-Towns doubles team in the second 
in a nonleague match March 12 at Mira Costa.

The Mustangs were ranked ninth in the 
Southern Section Division 1 rankings released 
March 18, while the Normans were ranked third 
in Division 2.

 
Girls’ Lacrosse

Beverly Hills 18, La Canada 17
Natasha Kashani scored seven goals for the 

Normans in a nonleague game at Beverly Hills 
March 13.

Fasi Agaba had three goals and an assist for 
Beverly Hills, while Dillan Watts scored twice 
and had two assists.

Olivia Rehbinder had two goals and one 
assists, while Sarah Baek and Rachel Benezra 
both had a goal and an assist.

Norman goaltender Inbar Avrahami made 20 
saves.

Boys’ Lacrosse
Oak Park 15, Beverly Hills 3

Nicholas Heller had two goals and Leor 
Moadel one for the Normans in a nonleague 
game at Oak Park March 13.

Beverly Hills goaltender Michael Suh made 
13 saves.

Beverly Hills trailed 3-1 at the end of the first 
quarter, 7-2 at halftime and 10-3 entering the 
fourth quarter.

 
Boys’ Swimming

Beverly Hills 89, Torrance 83
Steven Turnbull won the 200-yard freestyle 

in one minute, 59.46 seconds and the 100 but-
terfly in 58.69 and swam the anchor leg on the 
victorious 200 freestyle relay team helping the 
Normans to the victory in a Pioneer League 
meet at the Victor E. Benstead Plunge in 
Torrance March 14.

   Daniel Choi was Beverly Hills’ other indi-
vidual event winner, winning the 200 individual 
medley in 2:18.99. He also swam a leg on the 
victorious 200 freestyle relay team, along with 
Nathan Aminpour and Devyn Maggio, as the 
Normans improved to 2-0, 2-0.

 
Girls’ Swimming

Torrance 103, Beverly Hills 50
Jamie Dodd won the 200 individual medley 

in 2:27.70 and 500 freestyle in 5:20.47 and 
Lorien Orpelli the 100 breaststroke in 1:19.93 
for the Normans (0-2, 0-2) in the Pioneer 
League meet at Victor E. Benstead Plunge in 
Torrance March 14.

Girls’ Track and Field
Redondo/Nike Track and Field Festival
Beverly High freshman Amanda Block broke 

her own school record in the pole vault, clear-
ing 9 feet, 6 inches, to tie for fourth March 16 at 
Redondo Union High School.

The previous record was 9 feet. This was the 
second time this year Block has set the record. 
She also tied it once.

Boys’ Track and Field
California Relays

The Beverly High distance medley relay 
team of Chanan Batra, Gabriel Bogner, Michael 
Redston and Eli Flesch won in 10:46.43 
Saturday at Cerritos College.

 

Boys’ Golf
Torrance 197, Beverly Hills 227

Pasha Farmamara shot a team-low eight-
over-par 44 for the Normans in an Ocean 
League match March 14 at Los Verdes Golf 
Course in Rancho Palos Verdes.

 
Palos Verdes 198, Beverly Hills 220

James Dohm shot a team-low six-over-par 41 
for the Normans (1-6, 0-3 in league play) in an 
Ocean League match March 18 at Rancho Park 
Municipal Golf Course.

 
Softball

St. Monica Catholic High School Softball 
Classic

Immaculate Heart 5, Beverly Hills 3
Leah Shapiro singled in Erica Shapiro in the 

first inning with the Normans’ first run and 
scored their final run in the sixth in the fifth-
place game March 9 at Beverly Hills shortened 
to six innings because of the tournament’s rule 
of prohibiting another inning from starting after 
90 minutes of play.

Beverly Hills increased its lead to 2-0 in the 
second when freshman Molly Hersh led off with 
a single and scored two outs later on a single by 
Greer Brucker, its No. 9 hitter.

The Pandas combined a double, single 
and three walks for four runs in the fourth. 
Immaculate Heart added a run in the fifth on a 
walk and back-to-back singles.

Shapiro led off the sixth by reaching base on 
an error by the Panda shortstop and scored on 
Shyra Costas’ two-out single.

Norman freshman Aleks Recupero (2-3) 
pitched a complete game, allowing five runs 
(all earned) and six hits in six innings, striking 
out one and walking four.

 Steven Herbert has covered Beverly Hills 

High School sports for the Beverly Hills Weekly 

since 1999.  He has also covered college and 

professional sports for The Associated Press, 

Los Angeles Times and Washington Post. He 

can be reached at (310) 275-7943 or by email 

at stvherbert@aol.com.
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Norman girls’ lacrosse team edges La 
Canada.
By Steven Herbert
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to be retired, so all of our fiscal decisions need to take into account our unfunded liability and the 
medium and long term fiscal impact. As some of these benefits got inflated unchecked, we need 
to look to try to reverse the trend and come up with formulas for fair and sustainable salaries 
and benefits.

You have a Kindergartener at Horace Mann. Tell us about Vin.
He was not only my campaign manager, but he’s my best friend. And he’s a great kid. I’m 

very, very lucky to be his dad, and I learn a lot from him every day.

During the campaign debates, it was a little testy between you and former Mayor Willie 
Brien. Do you think you can work together on the council?

I think we can. I think there may be philosophical differences in how we look at local govern-
ment and the council is made up of individuals, and ultimately, we may in certain cases have to 
compromise. That’s the democratic way is to compromise in some cases. I don’t believe in the 
philosophy of going along to get along in some cases, but I do think that compromise is a part of 

democracy. On the other hand, there’s some principals that I think are very important and to me 
one of those is that I strongly believe that local government exists to serve the residents, not the 
other way around. That doesn’t mean that I don’t appreciate the work that our employees do, but 
to me, residents and nobody else are the heart and soul of our city.

One year from now, what do you want to be able to say about your term as mayor?
This is quite a unique year in that we’re going to be celebrating our Centennial, so I would 

like for people to remember that this is a time where we, together, celebrated people, celebrated 
our city, celebrated each other and hopefully in the process, learned something about each other 
and about ourselves and became more connected. I would love for us to not only feel more con-
nected to this place and our home, but to each other. I would like to see that our community is 
strengthened in many ways, so it’s not about one specific goal although as I mentioned to you 
before there are many goals. But it’s more than that; it’s about working together to become the 
best version of Beverly Hills that we possibly can and to be a lighthouse city when it comes to 
local government, transparency and community.


