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September 16, 2011 
 
Hon. Edmund G. Brown 
State Capitol Suite 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Governor Brown, 

Please sign Senate Bill 910 to give cyclists three feet of clearance when motorists pass us on 
the road. We need to be able to cycle in comfort and safety, and we need your office behind us to 
ensure that we’re afforded the buffer space to do so. 

As an organizer of Better Bike Beverly Hills, a bike advocacy group here on the Westside of 
Los Angeles, I want to express our support for Senate Bill 910. We believe that active 
transportation is a smart and healthy choice for road users of all ages. We want to make that 
choice a safe choice. Today, however, cyclists are expected to bear the risk for leading the 
charge away from fossils-fueled transportation and toward sustainable modes of transit. 

For example, we know that the slightest error by the driver, or the most minor shift in 
position by a cyclist, can lead to a collision. And we know that collisions is the leading cause of 
adult bicyclist fatalities in California. By requiring drivers to give bicyclists more space when 
passing, we can minimize a leading cause of deadly collisions and help more people feel 
comfortable about choosing to ride their bikes. And by making it possible for more people to feel 
confident about choosing to ride a bicycle, we can begin to achieve some of the state’s crucial 
goals for improving air quality and safeguarding the environment. 

Please sign this bill to specify a minimum passing distance and give law enforcement (and 
the courts) a more objective basis for enforcing safe passage as current laws require. Most 
importantly, it emphasizes the driver’s special responsibility to safeguard the more vulnerable 
road users like bicyclists. Not least, it will save lives without imposing any costs on government. 
 
Sincerely, 

 


